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c CANDID & SERIOUS MEN. 


' Dean FELLOW CHRISTIANS, 


{XxX 7Ecntreat you to bear with us, while we point out 
'Y Y | the danger to which you are expoſed at this time 
from the attacks of infidelity ; and while we ſhow the cauſe, 
we will endeavour tu point out the way to eſcape ; that ſo 
you may be preſerved 1n that hour of temptation which is 
coming upon all profeſſors of Chriſtianity as a trial of their 
faith, We exhort you in the words of the apoſtle Paul, to 
prove all things, and, only, hold faft that which is good: 
that the trial of your faith being much more precious than 
of gold that periſheth, though it be tried by fire, may be 
found unto praiſe, and honour, and glory, at the appearing 
of Jeſus Chriſt, The day in which we live calls for the 
cloſeſt examination of every ſentiment we hold, ſeeing, - 
through the prevalence of infidelity, we are called upon 
either to defend the truths we believe, or, by our ſilence, 
Cauſe the good name of Chriſt and his doQrines to become 
the {coff and deriſion of his enemies, The ſcriptures have 
informed us of the fall of Antichriſt, which we fee fulfil. 
ling in our day ; they have alfo as clearly foretold the riſe 
and ſucceſs of infidelity: while therefore infidels are oppo - 
. ſing the ſcriptures, they are living monuments of their 
4 truth: for Peter has expreſsly declared, that, in the latter 
:4 days there ſhall come ſcoffers, walking after their dun 
luſts, ſaying, where is the promiſe of his coming? For ſince 
the Fathers fell afleep all things remain as they were from 
the beginning of the creation! And Chriſt hathfſaid, when 
the Son of wan cometh, as” faith upon the _ ? 
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We are fully perfuaded that infidelity will fpread far and C 
Wide, and will carry away the faith of the greater part of | 
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profeſſing Chriſtians. The reaſon is obvious. All the na- by 

tions and churches have drank. of the cup which is in the . 

hand of Myſtery Babylon the Mother of Harlots, and have be- 0 
come drunken, Each church, as it has diſcovered fome y 
1 error, and embraced ſome truth, has made an Image of the Ml ®*' 
| Beaſt from which it has ſeparated ; and pronounced them . 
| Heretics who dared to enquire any farther. Another.cauſe 8 Þ 
is this, that moſt men inſtead of exerciling their reaſon in Je 
| the examination of the ſcripture, either totally exclude it 9 
from any uſe in Religion, or are content with truſting to the 4 
| opinion of Prieſts: of whom, in general, it may be ſaid as = 
| our Lord ſaid of the Phariſees of old, they make void the 1 
| law of God through their traditions, and teach for doctrines , 
the commandments of men. Nor is it to be wondered at, 1 © 
| that the infidel ſhould be ſuccefsful with ſuch men: for as Y 
: in the firſt inſtance they have given up their right of judge- 4 
; ment to another, ſo when attacked and called upon to de- 1 
end the ſentiments they profeſs to believe; they muſt fall; * 
| becauſe they are not founded upon that rock, the Scriptures : 

of Divine Truth. But though infidelity wilt thus ſucceed, 5 

it is by the permiſſion of God, to deflroy ſuperſtition, and 1 

when it has accumpliſhed that work, which it is calculated 5 

moſt effectually to do; it ſhalt be ſaid unto it, Thus far ſhalt T 

thou go, and no further, and here all thy proud waves be ſtayed . 5 

Then ſhall Jeſus come, and take to himſelf his great power t 


and reign. and the kingdoms of this world ſhall become the 
Kingdoms of our God, and of his Chiiſt. Then the truth, 2 
as it is in Jeſus, ſhall be univerfally received, and the 
knowledge and righteouſneſs of Jehovah ſhall cover the 
earth as the waters coverthe place of the ſea; nor ſhall they 
need tv tell each man his neighbour, faying, know ye the 
Lord: for all ſhall know him from the ſmalleſt to the greateſt. 
One. grand caufe of the ſucceſs of infidelity, is the. variety 
of. opinions held by Chriſtians, which have arifen from the 
falſe glaſſes put upon the fcriptures by intereſted men of 
corrupt minds. Theſe differences have, generally, related 
either to the nature of God, or the condutt of God. With- 
out ſaying any thing of his nature; which no man can fully 
know; becauſe it is not revealed; we would propoſe a 
criterion whereby the moſt unlearned may know who is 
iruly God, via. He who is truly God in the higheſt ſenſe of 
the word, mult be felf-exiftenr, independent, and all. ſuſicient. 
and lot whe will be called God, if he be deficient of 2 
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of theſe properties, he cannot be the only true God, whom 
Chriſt ſays, ic is eternal life to know. oh 2 ew 
In reſpe& to the ſecond ground of difference; the con- 
dutt of God towards his creatures; we would propoſe the 
following as a criterion, The attributes of God, as ſet 
forth in the ſcriptures, and acknowledged by all Chriſtians: 
yea even Deiſts, are, that Heis infinitely wiſe, powerful, and 


i 


good. Now as all our ideas of the conduct of God ought. 


to agree with the attributes we aſcribe to him, we would 
Propoſe to our Chriſtian brethren in general; and alfo be the 


ferious Deiſt; to take all their opinions, as to the condut of 


God, to this criterion ; and they may reſt aſſured, that what 

will not agree in every reſpe& with his wiſdom, power, and 
more eſpecially his goodneſs, cannot be true; for God is 
love. And now we will day before you wherein we think 
the doctrines of Calviniſm, Armenianiſm, and Deiſm, are 
contrery to reaſon, revelation, and the attributes of Deity: 


and endeavour to ſhow that each of them have ſome truth, 


and that the union ef thole truths, freed from the errors by 
which they have been obſcured, form the doctrine we mean 
to propoſe for your reception, and which appears to be the 
doctrine of the ſcripture, viz. The final recovery of all God's 
creatures to holineſs and happineſs, which we conceive is a 
rallying peint for Chriſtians, where they may meet, and a 
ground for infidels to believe the jcriptures without giving 

up their reaſon, or contradicting the 5 they have formed 
of the attributes of God. We would firſt addreſs ours 
ſelves to our Calviniſt brethren, who believe that God 
before the foundation of the world determined the fall of 
our firſt parent, and that in conſequence of his fall all his 
poſterity ſhould become expoled to endleſs wrath ; but that 
of his rich grace and favour, he determined to give his Son 

to die to ſatisfy Divine Juſtice for the ſins of a part, who 
are called the EleQ,; while the reſt he paſſed by, and left in 
irremediable ruin; no proviſion being made for their ſalva- 
tion: in conſeguence of which they muſt be doomed to 
unutterable anguiſh while God exiſts. Some of them do 


not even except children. And all ſay, God will puniſh, and 


the damned will blaſpheme, and God will puniſh them the 


more for their blaſphemy! So that they will both be endleſs- 
Iy increaſing, God in puniſhing, and they in blaſpheming! 


Let not the man whoſe heart is better than the doctrine he 
Holds, ſay, * I do not believe that children will be damned“ 
for it is a natural .conſequence of abſolute. predeſtination. 
If they are mot of the..Ele& (according to your creed) 
they cannot be ſaved, and it is no where ſaid that all children 
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are ofthe Elett; nay it is clear that there are no children who 
are Blefted; becauſe the things ſpoken of the Ele abſolutly = 


forbid it: for it is ſaid the Elect believe; they are called for a 


murpoſe.; they are exhorted as the Ele& of God to put on 
wels of. compaſſion, and they are ſaid to be a peruliar 
people, zealous of good works; all which children are in- 
capable of. So that if abſolute. predeſtination be true, and 


none but thoſe who are called-the Ele& in ſc:ipture can be 
aved, all children, every tender imiling infant, muſt be 


_ endleſsly damned! Nor will it be more unjuſt in God to 
damn infants than if they lived to be men, according to 
your ſcheme ; becauſe they are' not damned for their own 


fin, but for the fin of Adam, committed long before they 
were born. Now we would aſk, how will this ſentiment 
agree with the attributes of God? Or would it not rather 


agree with-a Being infinitely powerful, infinitely unwiſe, 
and infinitely wicked? If it were true, would it not make the 


ever Bleſſed God, who is love, an Almighty Monſter? It 


_ would be imputing to him, what few men if they had 
It in their power, would be crusl enpugh to do, viz, That 


of giving exiitence on purpoſe to make that exiſtence com- 
pletely miſerable.! What a horrid idea muſt we form of God 


When he declares, As 1 live ſaith Jehovah, I have no plea- 


ſure in the death of a ſinner; but would rather that he 


mould turn from the error of his ways and live! When if 


your ſcheme be true, he has pleaſure in their death, for al] 


— 4 were made for his pleaſure. If he made all but the 
Ele 


poſe: and when he exhorts them to turn, it can be for no 


Other purpoſe but to tantalize the poor devoted ee 


whom he knows have not the power to turn, being boun 


up in his esęrnal decree to damnation. Theſe ſentiments 


are ſo contraty to reaſon, to the character of God, as well 


as to Revelation; which declares that God will have all 


men to be ſaved, and come to the knowledge of the truth; 
that God ſent his Son to be the Saviour of the world; an 

that he is the propitiation for our (the EleR's) sins, and not 
For our's only, but for the ſins of the whole world ; that 
unleſs you give them up, and in addition to one truth which 
you have, viz. That all whom Chriſt died for ſhall be ſa- 


ved; receive what the ſcripture holds forth, that Chriſt died 


for all, and that God will finally make all his creatures 


 * happy; you cannot make the ſcriptures harmonize, nor 
withſtand the attacks of infidelity. : *£ | 


We would next addreſs guſelves to [ 


ur Armenian bre- 
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„to be damned, he muſt have pleaſure in their death, 
and in their damnation ; becauſe he made them for that pur- 


— 
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thren, who hold that Chriſt died for all; but that he will 
have ſhed his blood in vain, for by far the greateſt part of 
mankind, who muſt be endleſsly damned. at when mil- 
lions of millions of years ſhall have paſt, wherein they have 
been tormented day and night ſor the fins of a few years, 
the end of their puniſhment ſhall be no nearer than when” 
it firſt began! The Juſtice of God ftill demanding their 
eternal miſery | Thus God muſt be always ſeeking ſatis faction 
to his injured juſtice, and be eternally diſappointed. The 
creature always puniſhed, and always adding to his crimes 
by blaſpheming the God who made him! And Satan the 
grand adverſary, be able to boaſt that he has robbed the 
Bleſſed God of the greateſt part of mankind whom he ſent 
his Son to ſave, So that Chrift muſt endleſsly be fruſtrated _ 
in the work he came to perform, viz, That of deſtroying 
the works of the Devil, ſin, and miſery. Now we wo 
aſk them to conſider, whether the wiſdom, or power of God, 


It is not impeached in theſe doctrines For if he wiiled the 
id falvation of all, muſt it not be for want of wiſdom in plan- 
on ning, or power in executing what his wiſdom planned? If 
m he does not bring to paſs What his goodneſs willed to be 
d done. Is it not more conſiſtent with reaſon, that he whe 
"a is the Creator, the Father, and the Friend of all, wills the 
"Ih ſalvation of all, and ſent his Son to die for all; will finally as 
7, he hath promiſed, reconcile all things to himſelf : that ſo 
all when the Son delivers up the kingdom to God even the Fa- 
he ther, there may be none miſſing, but Chriſt may be able to 
h Tay, Father I have finifhed the work which thou gaveſt me 
'r. - to do, of all which thou gaveſt me I have loſt none: all th 
no creatures which were in rebellion againſt thee are ſabdued, 
Is. reconciled, and reſtored; all evil is baniſhed from thy crea- 
* tion, and Fa creature in heaven, in earth, and under the 
ats earth, aſcribe bleſſing and honour and glory to thee their 
ell God who fitteſt upon the throne, and to me the Lamb, whe 
all Thed my blood for them, and have been the honoured inſtru» 
h: ment in thine hand of their ſalvation: and now 1 acknows 
th ledge thee the only rightful Sovereign, and return my dele. 
not gated power, that thou, O Father, mayeſt be all in all!” See- 
hat ing then the ſentiment you hold will not ſtand the teſt of 
ich reaſon, the attributes of Deity, or Revelation, We exhort 
"i you to add, that one truth of the Calviniſts; viz, that all 
ied whom Chriſt died for ſhall be ſaved; to that which you hold, 
ſh and you will be able to make the {c1iptures all agree, and 
nor Lejoice iu the univerſal and efficacious love of God, 


Me now addrels ourſelves to ierious Deiſts, whom we ra- 
re- eber pity than condemn, eſpecially, when we conſider how | 
. * 


exmirary the lentiments we have been examining, are to rea- 
fon, 


* 


* . 


by, and to the attributes of God, as well as revelation ; and 
we would invite them to think again, We would ſay, ye 


advocates for reaſon, let reaſon be your guide: a gueſt long 
baniſhed. from what is called the Chriſtian world; but 
which, we truſt, has not forſaken ; but has always been the 


friend and companion of real Chriſtianity ! You acknowledge 


there is one God the Creator of all, and ſay he is infinite in 
wiſdom, power, and goodneſs : and that you diſcover this 


from the works of creation. You admit the power of God 


to reveal himſelf to bis creatures; but think he has not ſo 
done, "95 was there any reaſon he ſhould, but through the 
. hgok of, 


creation: and object to the book we call the 


| Bible, becauſe you ſay it abounds with contradictions: 


that it aſcribes things to God, which you think contrary. 


to his attributes, which if it were the word of God it 


ould not do. We agree with you in the exiſtence of a 


| God infinitely wiſe, powerful and good. This is the foun- 
dation of true religion, and clearly 


We: alſo conceive it was neceſſary, conſiſtent with his attri- 


et forth in the ſcriptures. 


butes, that-God ſhould reveal himſelf to his creatures, on ac- 


count of the difficulty of attaining (if it could be attain'd) ne- 
ne: God from the works of creation. When 
ou! ea of ſuch a Being is once made known to man by 


evelation, it ſerves as a firſt principle from which to reaſon, 


as to his will and conduct towards his creatures. Indeed it 


ſeems ſo reaſonable, that men are diſpoſed to perſuade them- 


ſelves it is an innate idea. But Deiſts, though they will not 


acknowledge it, have gotten their idea of One God from 
the Bible: a ſtrong proof of which is, the extreme ignorance 


of thoſe nations who have it not; and we may challen 


them to produce one nation, who have acknowledged one 
God and no more, who had not the Bible to inſtrutt them. 


But admitting for a moment, that the exiſtence and attributes 


of God were to be diſcovered from the works of creation: 
yet as all men have not the capacity, opportunity or diſpoſi- 


tion, ſo minutely to examine them as to make this diſcovery : 


and to deduce thoſe principles and ideas from it, which are 


l to regulate their conduct amidſt the temptations to 


which they arexexpoſed ; to conſole and ſupport them in the 
hour of affliction, fickness, or death; the wiidom, power and 
goodneſs of God are diſplayed in revealing himſelf to man- 
Kind in a Way ſuitable to their weakneſs and their wretched- 


| neſs, brought on themſelves by tranſgreſſion, andalſo ſuited 
to the fears and hopes of the human mind: capable of diſ- 
pelling the one, and animating the other: which while it 


: holds 
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moſt excellent, is given us to follow; even Jeſus 
whoſe great character is, He was a man approved of God, 


great- 


| who went about doing good.“ We are exhorted to look to 


and imitate him, who for the JvY ſet before him endured the 
croſs, deſpiſing the ſhame, and is henceforth ſet down at the 
right hand of God. A fimilar reward to which he has pro- 


miſed to all his faithful followers. Now this Revelation as 


contained in the ſcriptures, but eſpecially in the new teſta- 


ment, contains the pureſt morality; ſo full and clear a dis- : 


covery of the attributes of deity, the doctrines of a future 
ſtate of retribution, the deſtruction of all moral and natural 


evil out of the creation; with the final reſtoration of all Gods 
creatures to holineſs and happineſs; that the we of the 


longeſt life could never have attained to; and yet the weak- 


eſt wind, free from prejudice, by reading the * oy 
at part o 


eaſily comprehend. Now we would aſk from w 
the book of creation can you diſcover and prove a future 
ſtate of exiſtence? And if it is not to be diſcovered, it would 


be the higheſt pitch of credulity to believe ir; and if it 1s 
not to be believed, how will you ſupport the attributes you 
aſcribe” to Deity, of wiſdom, power, and goodneſs, upon 


viewing the preſent ſtate of mankind where ſo much igno- 
rance, oppreſfon, and miſery abound, where you ſee the 
wicked proſper, and the virtuous and benevolent ſurrounded 
With difficulties? Suppoſe you could perſuade a man there 


was a future ſtate, and upon a ſurvey of his paſt condutt 


he ſhould find he had not uſed thoſe powers (which no doubt 


were given him by a wiſe and good Being for a wiſe and 
good uſe) agreeable to the uſe for which they were given, 
Aa and that a Holy Being muſt require an account of the uſe of 
them] We aſk from what chapter of the book of creation 
will you prove that upon repentance he will obtain par- 
bh received into the favour of God? Verily from 
what comfort you can afford, he muſt go mourning under a 
- ſenſe of guilt all his life long! Not ſo the Chriſtian, he 


Lan point him to the ſcripture, which ſhews in the plaineſt 


manner the readineſs of God our Father to receive return- 
ing prodigals, and to encourage the ſmalleſt diſpoſition to 


return to virtue and to holineſs. The language of the ſcrip- 
ture is repent and be converted. Believe and you ſhall be 
ſaved: and he that brought this meſſage laid down his life 


For us, that he might ſeal its truth with his blood; and as a 
farther confirmation, God has raiſed him from thu dead, and 


. exalted him as a prince, and a Saviour, to give repentance 


and 


4. * a, { 16 1 A WL N * "4 ” "IT? » 
N png 0 E * o 9 "38 7 9 rn 7 aac» 
* "MF" 23.4 ws SE I n ws 2 N Nn e 
8 ö EO by i; Y * 1 ou * 
f A " c EF : 


e 
t encouragement to virtue; at the ſame time an "A ethe 
| -hriſt; © 


£ 4 i 
* * 
TAO A mg 1 9 oe F — 


N * es P r * r 4 
I 8 1 ee 8 "9 r f 7 A TJ * 2 18 N n T4 8 
$ N c 5 


BN 2 F Ee IE 7 We ; 0 1 0 . * r. 
9 3 9 8 
? ö . 5 F f 
* a oe $44 » $4 \ 5 9 i 
* +? 5 4 2 . 
* . ; of 


_ PT 74. 3 18 4 . 4s NA : 12 ds” Eos N | wg N 4. 8.48 EN UM | 
ad remiſſion of fins. Again we would aſk from your book 


Fereation, what ſupport or comfort can you give, What oil 


of conſolation can you pour into the wounded ſoul of the 


— 


when you will ceaſe to exiſt! Would not this reflection 


? 


_ 


ariſe? can their be a God? or if there is, can he be thus 
careleſs of his creatures and give us no well grounded 


hope of compenſation in à future ſtate for what we pa- 


tiently ſuffer here? and if thus careleſs of me; my wife, my 


children when | am gone! will yet be left expoſed to all the 


wretchedneſs that I have endured; for if there was a God 

and he was wiſe, powerful, and good, would he not ſtand ' 
forward the friend of injured innocence, and ſtrike the op- 
preſſor dead? Not ſo the Chriſtian, he ſees the end of all! 
theſe things. He knows the troubles of this life, this ſlate 
of trial, are but as it were for a moment, while the future 
: glory and happinels of them who obey the will of God, 


all never end. But we would aſk the Deiſt, what right 


have you to complain of the oppreflor? It is your creed to 


follow nature, He is following nature; for in the preſent 
tate of nature, power eſtabliſhes right, In your book of 


. nature great ſh eat little fiſh, great beaſts cat httle ones | 


and among men the ſtrong oppreſs the weak, Now let us 


*. ak you, do you ſeriouſly think a wiſe, powerful, and good 
God, made things as they now appear? Or is it not more 
-xeaſonable, that the whole creation has departed, with man 


its head, from what it was when it came from the hands of 
- God? And is it not conſiſtent with reaſon, as well as reve- 
lation, that he will take means (and what. ſo. likely as thofe 


revealed in the ede to bring all back to its original 


ſtate? With reſp 
in the hiſtorical parts, an account of things ſaid to be done 


to the objeRion, that the Bible contains 


by the command of God, which you {ay are contrary to his 


| attributes: we would ſay to thoſe who have been uſed to the 
reading and ſtudy of hiſtory, You know how extremely dif- 
Hicult it is to explain many trifing matters of faft, any 


length of time aftei they have happened; becauſe they de - 
Pend ſo much upon time, place, cuſtom, and circumſtances, 
which though difficult to us, were well known to thole in 


whole time they happened; and if difficulties ariſe in hiſto- 


xy in general, how much more in Bible hiſtory, written ſo 


conciſe as it is? Not being written to ſatify our curioſity, 


but to help eur faith. But the objettion lays with greater 


force 


ern 2 H 


why, 


uy 


force againſt your bock of creation, for while our book only 


records things done by the command of God, your book of 
creation frequently deſtroys by earthquake, volcano, &c. 


whole cities : the innocent with the guilty, We by the 


help of revelation are able to ſee through all theſe things, 


and know that God is the governor of nature, and that 


he makes uſe of diffe;ent parts of it, whether animate or in- 
animate, to puniſh the wickedneſs of mankind ; and by the 


deſtruttion of one part, to make his power known, that ſo 


while his judgements are abroad in the earth the inhabitants 
may learn righteouſneſs, | . 
If in the deſtructions which take place either by earth - 


quak es, volcanoes, -&c. or in God permitting, or com- 
wanding one wicked natian to deſtroy another more wicked, 


children are cut off, they have leſs to account for. And we do 


not know that the ſword to an infant, is a more painful 


death than many they experience in the common courſe of 
nature; beſide they are delivered from the evils to which 


when their parents were taken from them they would have 
been expoſed as orphans. And were God to ſpare the pa- 
rents for the ſake of their children, their example might be 
the cauſe of their ſuffering in a future ſtate, for God never 
takes a people off by violent means till every means con- 
 fiſtent with their moral agency, both in judgement and in 
mercy, hath been tried; till they have become a curſe, and a 
nuiſance to the reſt of mankind, by their evil conduct and 
example. In reſpe& to the Bible being called the word of 
God, and containing contradictions, we would ſay, What we 
mean, by calling it the word of God, is, that it was written 


by the authority of God, and contains the words and ac- 
tions of good and bad men, hiſtory, chronology, genealo- 


gy, &c, all which only needed that God in his Providence 

ſhould cauſe men of integrity and ability, to write what 
they knew, either by their own obſervation, or by well au- 

_ thenticated tradition, which the people among whom they 


lived, knowing to be true, preſerved as valuable records 


among their ſacred books. Other parts of ſcripture, ſuch as 


Fed doctrines, &c. which could not be diſcovered but 


y revelation, God communicated to faithful men to Write 
for our benefit, and generally gave them power to work 


miracles, as a confirmation they came from God. Alſo 


prophecy by its fulfilment is a continual miracle, for thole 
who hve in after ages, to confirm the truth of ſcripture: 


and if men would make the ſame allowance for the Bible, 


they would for any ether book of like antiquity, theres is 


not 
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on 
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not any difficulty but might be reaſonably explained; but 
Deifts by giving up revelation muſt give up their reaſon, for 
is c feaſonable if Chriſt had been an impoſtor, he would 
have cholen twelve poor fiſhermen, and that they ſhould 
fucceed in propagating a falſchood, to the overturning of 
long ſtanding prejudices? That none of them during his life 
mould turn evidence, Even Judas when he might have 
made himſelf great, and cleared his own conſcience by 
\ proving Chriſt an impoſter, ſavs, I am guilty in that I have 


zetrayed innocent blood. Or is it reaſonable that his diſ- 


ciples ; who when he was crucified fled, and ſaid they had 
thought he was to have been the Reſtorer of Iſrael, but 
when he was dead gave up all thoſe hopes; that they ſhould | 
return and perſuade themſelves he was riſen, that they had 
teen him, handled and converſed with him: and none of them 


be convinced it was a delufion ? But ſhould publicly preach 


in the city where he was crucified, accufe the ruters and the 
people of his murder: and declare that God had raiſed him 
np again, that theſe ſhould ſucceed in propagating this doc- 
trine all over the world in oppoſition to power, wealth, arid 


prejudice, and at laſt ſeal the truth of it with their blood is 
incredible. Theſe things are {o contrary to reaſon, that if 
there were no other argument than this, that it 1s harder to 


diſbelieve than to believe the authenticity of the ſcrip- 
tures, we would be Chriſtians! But in addition to every 
thing that can be ſaid, the believer has the witneſs within 
himſelf, he has felt the renovating influence of the ſcrip- 


tures, bringing him from darkneſs to light, and from the 


power of {in and Satan to ſerve the living God, thereby re- 
<civing that peace which paſſes all underſtanding, and look 


ing forward with a well- grounded hope to future glory, 


Having thus briefly attempted to ſhew that the dottrines of 


Calviniſm and Arminianifm are not confiſtent with Reaſon, 
Revelation or the attributes of God, and that Deiſm is deficit» 


ent of many things neceſſary for the guide and comfort of 


rational but imperfect creatures: as well as what we ought to 
expect from the attributes they aſcribe to God; we will pro- 


poſe to their conſideration a ſyſtem which we think fully 


agrees with Realon, the divine Attributes and Revelation. 


viz. the doctrine of the reſtoration of all things, which God 
bas ſpoken by the mouth of all his holy prophets fince the 
world began Acts, iii. 21. That it is agreeable to the divine 


attributes we think is clear from the following conhderation, 
If Gd is wiſe he mult have an end to anſwer in bringing 


rational creatures!inw exiſtence. And if he is good, that 
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de ſign muſt be wortky of his wiſdom and goodneſs, And being 
infinitely happy and glorious in himlelf, he needed not his 

creatures, ſeeing they could not add to either,, We were crea- 
ted therefore for noother purpoſe but.that he might commu- 
nieate a portion of his own bleſſedneſs to us; that his crea- 
tures might know him and enzoy him: and notwithſtanding 
the preſent or future mifery of any of them, His power will 
accompliſh what his wiſdom plan'd and his goodneſs willed: 
the final happinefs of all his creatures. It is alfo confiſtent 
with Reaſon, that as God is the firſt cauſe of all ſo he ſhould 
feek the happineſs of all his creatures? and deal juſtly with 
them, and we might aſk, where would be his juſtice in pu- 
niſhing a creature ſurrounded with infirmities, and expoſed 
to temptations as man is, endleſsly, for the tranſgreſhons of 
a few years? But that he will puniſh the ſinner according 
to his crimes, few ſtripes, and many ſtripes, by weight and 
meaſure, for a longer or ſhorter duration, is ſo conſiſtent 
with reafon, that it mult ſtrike the mind of every man with 
its certainty and propriety : efpecially when all this pu- 
niſhment is conſidered as proceeding from love, and ſuited 
zo the different caſes of his creatures: for as moral agents he 
cannot make men happy while they are in flavery to re 
at enmity with him, who is the center of their happinefs. 
Thus we ſee, this doctrine of univerſal love, is conſiſtent 
with the divine attributes and reaſon; and that it is agree 

able to revelation, the ſacred pages ſhow abundantly, I 

Gen. 28. 14; the promiſe made to Abraham, in thee and 1 
in thy ſeed fhall all the families of the earth be blefed; _ | 
_ alſo J/aiah xxv. 7, 8, and he will deſtroy in this moun- 
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57 tain the face of the covering caſt over all people, and the | 
- , veil that is ſpread over all nations: he will ſwallow up death | 
v4 in victory, and the Lord God wall wipe away tears from the . 
5 face of all people. Again {ſatah xlv. 2g, 1 have [worn by 5 
n myſelf, the word has gone out of my mouth and ſhall not | 
ot return, that unto me every knee ſhall bow, and every tongue 4 
if hall ſwear: truly ſhall ſay in Jehovah have I righteouſneſs - 
0 and ſtrength. (We leave out the words in the laſt verſe, 
od which are in italics in our tranflation, and always denote P} 
he they are not in the original.) Now if God will wipe away * 
tears from all faces, if he will cauſe every knee to bow, and 4 
ww every tongue to ſwear allegiance to him, and ſay that in him 
"Ys they have righteouſneſs and ſtrength; the doctrine of the re- 
1 {toration muſt be argeeable to Old Teſtament revelation, 
FR We hope to ſhow it is (if poſſible) more clearly revealed in 


the New, The angel who anneunced our Savicur's birth 
S declared 


the tribe of Judah. Chriſt "alſo made an offering once for 


4 14 ) 


_ ., declares. it is glad tidings of great joy which ſhall be to 


all people; which it cannot be if any are endleſsly damn'd. 
Our Lord alſo informs us he came to ſeek and to ſave that 
which was loſt; and if all have ſinned all were loſt; then 


_ It is clear he came to ſeek and to ſave all. 


Paul, 1 Timothy ii. t, exhorts that prayer and ſupplication 


be made for all men; and verſes 4, 5, gives as a reaſon, that 
| God will have all men to be ſaved, and come to the know- 
| ledge of the truth, for there is one God, and one Mediator 


between God'and men, the man Chriſt Jeſus: who gave 
himſelf a ranſom for all to be teſtified in due time. And 
he alſo declares 1 Tim. iv. 10. The living God is the Saviour 
of, all men, but eſpecially of thoſe that believe. And 


Ephes. i. 10. That in the fulneſs of the diſpenſation of the 


times, he might gather together in one all things in Chriſt 
Jeſus, both which are in heaven and which are on earth, 
even in him. Alſo Colos. i. 19, 20. For it pleaſed the Fa- 
ther that in him ſhould all fulneſs dwell, and having made 
peace by the blood of his croſs, between Few and Gen- 


3 5 tile} that he might reconcile all things unto himſelf, by 


him I fay, whether they be things in heaven or things. 
on earth. Thus we ſee the New Teſtament, from the few 


Paſſages quoted, is full to the point that God will reconcile, 


reſtore, and rehead all things by Chriſt Jeſus : to whom the 


Father hath given all power in heaven and in earth, that he 


may accompliſh this glorious work, And he is now in this 
life gathering to himſelf a people whoſe character is, that 


they are a peculiar people, zealous of good works. Theſe 
by believing, obeying, and following their maſter Jeſus ; 


are preparing as inſtruments, for this great work, that he 


may. make them kings and prieſts in the future ages to rule 
over and to inſtruft the reſt of mankind. Theſe are the 


Ele&'of God, not choſen to the excluſion of the reſt but 
for the benefit of the whole : and when Chriſt has deſtroyed 
the laſt enemy; the firſt and ſecond death, and ſubdued all 


things to himſelf, then ſhall he deliver up the kingdom to 


God even the Father, that God may he all in all. The 
grand objection to this doctrine is, the word everlaſting be- 
ing applied to the puniſhment of the wicked; but the fame 


word is applied in our tranflation to things that have had an 
end. as for inſtance, Ex. xl. 15. The everlaſting. prieſthood 


of Aaron. Lebit. xvi. 34. The ſtatute of atonement is called 


an everlaſting ſtatute, Again Leo. vi. 13. The fire ſhall 
ever be burning upon the altar, it ſhall never go out, new 


Chriſt ſuperceded the prieſthood of Aaron, and he was of 
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al, and put an end to the everlaſting ſtatute of atonement, - 
and the fire on the altar of burnt offering has long fince 
ceaſed to burn. Thus we ſee the wordcannot in its own nature 
mean endleſs, but an age or hidden period, that ſhall laſt till the 
work intended to be done is accompliſhed : and when applied 
to future puniſhment, muſt be taken in a limited ſenſe ; for Peter 
informs us in his II. Epiſt. iii. 7, The heavens (or atmoſphere, 
and the earth, which are now, are by the word of God kept 
in ſtore, reſerved unto fire againſt the day of judgement and 
perdition of ungodly men. (When all the combuſtible parts 
of the earth are deſtroyed the fire muſt go out): and in the 

19th verſe, he ſays nevertheleſs we according to his pro- 
miſe look for a new heaven (or atmoſphere) and new earth, 
wherein, dwelleth righteouſneſs. And the apoſtle John 
ſpeaking of a period after the conflagration. Rev. xxi. 3. 
ſays * I ſaw a new heaven and a new earth, for the firſt 
heaven and the firſt earth were paſſed away, and there was 
no more ſea, verſe g. And I heard a great voice out of 
heaven ſaying behold the tabernacle of God is with men, 
and he will dell with them, and they ſhall be his people, 

and God himſelf ſhall be with them, and be their God: and 
God ſhall wipe away all tears from off all faces, and there 
ſhall be no more death, neither forrow nor crying, neither 

mall there be any more pain, for the former things are paſ- 
ſed away. And he that fat upon the throne ſaid, Behold I 

make all things new. And he ſaid unto me write, for theſe 

things are true and faithful. Theſe things cannot, relate to 
the righteous who are repreſented as having reigned with 
Chriſt long before, nor will it be any thing extraordinary 


that God ſhould dwell with them, and be their God; but 


it concerns thoſe who had been in great tribulation, aud 
whom, this ſame apoſtle deſcribes, Rev. vii. 9, as a great 
multitude which no man could number, of all nations, kin- 

dreds, and people, and tongues. And verſe 14, the Elder 
informs John, theſe are they which came out of great tribu- 
lation, and have waſhed their robes, and made them white 
in the blood of the Lamb. Thus the dottrine of the reſto- 


ration is the doctrine of the ſcripture, and declared by God | 


himſelf to be true, and faithful, which ſhould incline every 


. Chriſtian cheerfully to receive it: and Deiſts to ceaſe their 


oppoſition to a book that contains a ſyſtem ſo full of love, 
ſo conſiſtent with reaſon, and the divine attributes: which 
while it takes in every thing that is good in Deiſm, abundantly 
ſupplies what that is deficient of. It is a comfort to 
the weary and returning prodigal, affords the ſtrongeſt ſup- 
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Port under affliction, and gives the greatoſt conſolation in 
the hour of ſickneſs and death, It enables the man who be- 
lieves it to look through the darkeſt diſpenſations, and ſee 
_ a glorious day arifing, when by the exerciſe of infinite wiſ- 
dom, power, and goodneſs, all evil will be removed out of 
the creation, and all will be jov and peace, and univerſal 
love, Rev. v. 13, when every creature which is in heaven 
and on the earth, and under the earth, and ſuch as are in 
the ſea, and all that are in them; ſhall aſcribe bleſſing, and 
honour, and power, unto him who ſitteth upon the throne, 
and unto the Lamb to the age of ages. whe 
We therefore entreat the perſons we have thus addreſſed, 
_ candidly to examine theſe things; by embracing theſe views 
the Deiſt may ſtill hold that God is infinitely wiſe, power- 
ful, and good. The Armeflian, that he ſent his Son to die 
for all: and the Calviniſt, that all whom Chriſt died for 
Mall be ſaved. The union ef theſe truths form the ſyſtem 
Wie propoſe for your reception, viz, An infinitely wiſe, 
Powerful, and good Being, ſecking and accompliſhing the 
Knal reſtoration of all his creatures to holineſs and happi- 
neſs, by means ſuited to their moral agency. That this 
weak, though fincere attempt may be blefſed to bring men 
to love God, his Chrift, and the ſcriptures of divine truth : 
alſo to put an end to the unhappy differences that exiſt 
among Chriſtians, that ſo the church, may be one in heart, 
In foul, and ſentimenr ; is our earneſt prayer, to him who is 
the Father, and the Friend of all mankind: whoſe name and 
whoſe nature are love; through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord and 
Saviour. Amen; e 


f : Here God's perfeffions all agret, in this moſt boundleſs plan. 


4 To ſet the race of fenners Free, and ranſom every man. 
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